Yet, though it be admitted that the fundamental doctrines of our science do not materially change from age to age, yet the precise method in which these doctrines are to be applied to the treatment of any particular disease requires constant modification according to circumstances. Hence the value of experience.
Were it not so, the young man, fresh from the schools, familiar with anatomy and physiology, and learned in all that books can teach him of medicine and surgery, would be trusted in more by reason of this knowledge. Yet the old man maintains, as he probably ever will maintain, his position of superiority, because the doctrines that we teach or learn are always empirical; because the application of medicine or surgery can never be made a matter of rule; because the practised hand and eye, the cool head, the calm judgment of mature age are constantly required, and it is but seldom that in any of these the young can contend with the old.
As in the wide field of microscopic research, it is not that we now require a higher magnifying power, but rather the careful imd diligent application of the powers we possess to the elucida- general, will almost certainly fall into a routine plan of treatment; he will be unable to see the bearings upon broad questions, which oftentimes the most trivial facts possess, and, on the other hand, will almost as certainly be unable to perceive how the progressive knowledge of other departments is associated with, and intimately related to, the advance of his own particular branch. We would make it a rule that every surgeon to a special hospital should also be a surgeon or assistant-surgeon to a general hospital.
Coincident with the progress of general and scientific knowledge has been the advancement of surgery. During the last hundred, we might almost say during the last fifty years, more real improvements have been made than during the five hundred which preceded them. The theory of the art has been made more exact, its practice more perfect; the objects to be attained have been more clearly perceived?the means of accomplishing them more thoroughly understood. Instead of being the master, the surgeon is content that his art should be the handmaid of nature; he is willing in most cases to follow in her footsteps, content if occasionally he may interpose to direct or modify the processes'of reparation which she ever strives to establish.
